
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

inkovito upravljanje onesna enih vodonosnikov - povezava postopkov za odkrivanje in nadzor virov onesna enja ter ukrepov za izbo nje stanja

 

 

'Income, effective support for the management of water resources'  
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On Thursday 26.01.2012, the sixth INCOME workshop, and final in series, titled 'Income, effective support 

for the management of water resources' was held on the premises of JP VODOVOD-KANALIZACIJA d.o.o. 

The purpose of this meeting was the presentation of the Environmental Data Viewer intended for both 

the professional and general public. In addition, the participants learned about the model of burdens and 

impacts on groundwater, and of suggestions for improving the state of water resources management.  

The workshop confronted the opinions of members of the profession, water distribution system 

operators, local communities, and government institutions that have dealt with the issue through the 

entire series of six workshops. The workshop was held from 9:00 am to 01:00 pm, and was attended by 

34 participants.  

  

For the introduction, three guests presented their experience at the workshop, and established a starting 

point for further discussion: Dr. Mitja Janža, INCOME, Web-based Environmental Data Viewer, mag. Joerg 

Prestor, Model of burdens and impacts on groundwater in the area of the project INCOME, and Dr. Brigita 

Jamnik, Proposals for improving the state of water resources management.  

  

The Environmental Data Viewer is a multi-level application that combines in one place information relevant 

to the management of water resources and is transferable to the areas of other local communities and to 

the national level. The Viewer is available at: http://akvamarin.geo-zs.si/incomepregledovalnik.  Among the 

advantages of the Viewer, the workshop participants stressed the accessibility and transparency of the 

large amount of useful information in one place, and the ability to monitor long-standing trends. Among 

the other advantages of the Viewer, mentioned by the participants, is the possibility of exporting data, 

allowing the use of data for the different purposes of various stakeholders (professional and general 

public). The workshop participants concluded that it would be reasonable to supplement the database with 

information on surface and waste water, flood-prone areas, monitoring of drinking water wells, with more 

information on geological composition, and to also include cadastre plot numbers. It would be reasonable 

to make a correlation between the parameters and groundwater level, namely, between the flow of the 

Sava River and rainfall. An administrator for the application will also have to be determined, as well as 

responsibility for the authenticity of the data.    

The designers of the Viewer could provide for greater visibility by including it into Geopedia, an interactive 

online atlas and map of Slovenia or with e.g. PISO (Spatial Information System for Municipalities).  

 

The participants expressed concern on whether legal grounds exist for providing access to all of this 

information, which could constitute a conflict with the area covered by the Information Commissioner. The 

participants were of the opinion that in the event of a conflict, the public's right to information should be 

taken into consideration. 

  

http://akvamarin.geo-zs.si/incomepregledovalnik
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In the event of establishing an Environmental Viewer for the entire territory of Slovenia, its applicability 

would be broad: for monitoring sources and trends of pollution in the area, preparation of environmental 

impact assessments and risk analysis for the purposes of preparing technical groundwork for the strategic 

and implementation plans for municipal spatial planning, for preparing contingency plans and response 

plans in emergency situations, etc.  

  

The participants of the workshop view the model of burdens and impacts as a useful tool in the design of 

agricultural land use, for the planning of preventive measures in the context of spatial planning, and for the 

implementation of measures to reduce the burdens in the area to an acceptable level. The participants 

believe that the model of burdens and impacts is an effective tool for supporting professional decisions on 

land use in the long run. The model of burdens and impacts does not offer a solution to determine the 

criteria for the maximum acceptable burden on an area, as this was not its original purpose.  

  

Among suggestions for improving the management of water resources which should be further addressed 

in the future, the participants include:  

- the lack of cooperation between the ministries at a decision-making level, as well as between national and 

local institutions, as the profession is insufficiently respected;  

- the legislation is overly extensive, the new statutory provisions are not consistent with the old;  

- the inefficiency of inspection services, which is reflected in poor control and impunity; the tasks of the 

inspection services should be partially transferred from the state to the local or regional level;  

- subsidies in agriculture should be amended to support measures that are less burdensome for the 

environment;  

- the proposals for solutions should be included in the legislation where possible, coverage for costs should 

be provided and control should be stricter;  

- the mandatory monitoring of small wastewater treatment systems (<50 PE) should be defined, as the 

operation assessment without laboratory tests is not sufficient;  

- local communities are not sufficiently aware of their role in the public supply, separation and treatment of 

wastewater. The responsibilities of these system operators should thus be transferred to the owner (the 

municipality), which would also be sanctioned upon failure to implement measures. The operator does not 

own the infrastructure, the interests and priorities in comparison with municipal ones are not identical, so 

the investments in renovations and development are too low to achieve modern standards of urban 

infrastructure;  

- the remediation of illegal dump sites through concessionaires (with fines used as payment for the 

concessionaire, eligible use of funds from penalties);  

- remediation of old already recorded burdens, and recording new burdens;  

- eligible use of funds from the concessionaires' water repayment, which requires legislative amendments;  
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- the mandatory control of sewer line connections should be transferred among the tasks of the public 

service;  

- greater competence to police authorities;  

- the integration of environmental issues in educational programmes, especially in secondary and 

vocational schools.  

  

The workshop participants assured that they will submit additional proposals and detailed explanations via 

the form titled 'We need your opinion!' at the website www.life-income.si.   

  

In addition to the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, and the local authorities, the 

participants also recognise the Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry and its institutions with the advisory 

services, the chambers of Architecture and Engineering, Inspection Services, the National Institute of Public 

Health and the Regional Institutes of Public Health, as the competent institutions in the transfer of the 

proposed solutions to practice. Key public media should dedicate more attention to environmental issues.  

The participants welcomed the work of the interdisciplinary team for drinking water at the Municipality of 

Maribor, which deals with issues related to water resources and the supply of drinking water in general. 

The participants expect that changes would also be possible if the civil society emphasised the issues of 

water resources and the supply of drinking water.  

  

The workshop participants agreed that the INCOME project, together with the presented proposals for 

action to improve the situation, are an example of good practice that should be presented to the persons in 

charge, in this case, the mayor and representatives of state institutions with decision-making possibilities.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.life-income.si/

